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On over 11 acres cradled by homes, Point Loma High School is the smallest high school campus in 
the San Diego Unified School District. It is the only high school in the district that shares multiple 
property lines with single-family homes, giving students the rare opportunity to attend school in a 
true neighborhood setting. A full 3/4 of the property lines are adjacent to private 
homes.  Acknowledging its proximity to private residences, the school district has maintained a 
tradition of daytime events. 

However, Point Loma High School plans to expand their facilities by installing 90 foot tall permanent 
stadium lights to allow for frequent night time events which would place a dramatic negative impact 
on the surrounding community. Promises have been made to the community that there would be no 
lights and no nighttime events, but with the installation of night lights, events may happen on multiple 
days a week throughout the year. 

The issues caused by this increase are many and these issues will hurt the community. The school 
district deserves an Onion for decreasing the quality of life in the neighborhood of Clairemont, and 
prompting the same damaging design for Point Loma. 

PARKING 
The majority of school parking occurs on single family residential streets that are needed for 
residential parking due to narrow driveways, work vehicles, and historic garages that cannot 
accommodate modern car dimensions. Expanded stadium use through nighttime events & practices 
and more outside rentals will exacerbate an already problematic situation. 

TRAFFIC 
During heavy-attendance nighttime events there is problematic traffic congestion across the 
neighborhood; during low-attendance nighttime events like practices, there are significant traffic 
safety issues from inexperienced drivers prioritizing fun over safety (peeling out of the parking lot, 
blowing through stop signs, etc.). Attempts to resolve one issue will make the other worse, and vice 
versa. 

SAFETY & CRIME 
The school stadium currently transitions abruptly into dark neighborhood yards that provide a 
tempting location for unsafe, questionable, and criminal behavior. The cost to install security fencing 
& additional security lighting in the affected areas of the neighborhood would be more than $4 million 
and would permanently change the historic appearance and peaceful nighttime nature of the 
neighborhood, creating unacceptable nighttime light pollution and eliminating the open, welcoming 
feel of the neighborhood. 
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NOISE 
A commercial-grade PA system will make high school events louder and clearer to houses from 
Lytton Street to Hugo Street.  Directional systems improve clarity but do not eliminate noise 
trespass, and the volume will need to be adjusted quite high to be heard over the airport 
traffic.  Noise from stomping feet on aluminum bleachers, air horns, and screaming crowds will add 
to the already burdensome day-night average sound level (DNL) in the neighborhood. 

LIGHT POLLUTION 
Though special technology can help limit light spill, it cannot eliminate glare and skyglow.  Loma 
Portal is one of the last remaining ‘dark sky’ neighborhoods in San Diego and the skyglow is of 
significant concern; glare is an issue for a wide range of residents due to the topography of the area. 

COMMERCIALIZATION 
The School District has increasingly been renting school athletic facilities out to generate revenue. 
While there is nothing inherently wrong with this, an overdeveloped school site in the middle of a 
single family residential neighborhood is an inappropriate location for a commercialized event venue. 
Moving to nighttime and expanded use of the PLHS stadium would permanently change the quality 
and rhythm of life in the surrounding neighborhood.  As a neighborhood, we need to decide if the 
academic benefit to the students is worth the costs we will all incur now and in the future, and the 
permanent changes it will bring to our special & historic neighborhood.  How many students will go 
to college as a result of these expenditures?  How will test scores improve?  How many students will 
be able to pursue a career path that they would not otherwise?  Why is this project more important 
than addressing the PLHS school site’s overdevelopment, overcrowding, and outdated buildings in 
need of significant repairs? 

Here's a video directly from the residents in the community discussing these issues first hand. 

More information about the issues and how you can get involved can be found here. 
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