
PRO POINT LOMA 
 

 

PLHS FIELD USE POLICY UPDATE 
  
Point Loma Cluster Schools Informational Meeting 
  
On Monday, July 14th a community meeting hosted by the Point Loma Cluster Schools Foundation was held 
at Dana Middle School to discuss, among other things, the policy then being proposed for adoption by the 
San Diego Unified School District Board of Trustees for the use of the Point Loma High School stadium, 
including elements that would apply should permanent field lighting be installed. 
  
The meeting was moderated by Byron Wear, a strong supporter of lighted sports fields in the Point Loma 
Cluster Schools and included presentations by the architects who have been retained by the School District 
to develop Master Plans for the Cluster schools and by Matt Spathas, another supporter of lighted playing 
fields, who chaired the Ad Hoc Committee from which the draft Field Use Policy was derived. The Field Use 
Policy itself was drafted by Andra Donovan, the School District’s in-house lawyer, and Scott Barnett, our 
lame duck School Board Trustee, neither of whom attended the meeting. 
  
A strong contingent of Pro Point Loma supporters were present as part of our continued efforts to Save Our 
Neighborhood from the adverse impacts of the proposed expansion of the stadium. We voiced strong 
opposition to the proposed Policy. The Policy assumes that permanent field lighting will be approved 
and installed at PLHS even though the School District has yet to release the draft Environmental Impact 
Report regarding the project. Further, it imposes no meaningful or enforceable limitations or 
restrictions on the frequency of the use of the lights. The Policy is ambiguous, grants broad discretion to 
School District staff to determine if, when and how it’s applied, lacks enforceability and inadequately protects 
the community.  
  
The meeting was informal and informational only. There were no votes or action taken. 
  
San Diego Unified School District Board of Trustees Meeting 
  
On Tuesday, July 29th, the Field Use Policy was presented by Ms. Donovan and Mr. Barnett for adoption at 
the regularly scheduled bi-weekly meeting of the School District Board of Trustees. 
  
A large cohort of PPL supporters were in attendance. We were forced to endure 3 hours of other Board 
“business” before they got to our item. But, by the time they did, 105 opponents of the Field Use Policy had 
submitted speaker slips to log their opposition, compared to 10 slips submitted by those in support. As you 
can see, our interests were well represented. 
  
But, even though our speakers out-numbered those supporting adoption of the Field Use Policy by a factor 
of more than 10 to 1, both the opponents and proponents were allotted the same amount of time to speak 
– 10 minutes each. 
  



The proponents went first. But instead of focusing on the Field Use Policy, and although it was not being 
considered by the Board, they mostly urged the installation of permanent field lights. With only minor 
exception did they address whether the proposed policy would be effective at protecting the rights and 
interests of the surrounding community. It was pretty evident that they are interested in only one thing – 
lighting up the PLHS stadium so it can be used on a daily basis, often to as late as 10:00 PM or later, with 
no concern or consideration about the rest of the neighborhood. 
  
Speakers opposing the adoption of the policy followed. We focused on the policy, pointing out its numerous 
deficiencies. But we didn’t request the Board reject the policy. Instead, we asked they postpone 
consideration of any policy until the draft Environmental Impact Report is released for public comment. In 
short, in an effort to continue a good faith dialogue about the project, we urged the Board not to adopt a 
policy for the use of lights before they’ve even determined that lights can be installed and used without the 
adverse effects about which we are concerned. 
  
The public speakers were then followed by Board discussion, largely dominated by another of Scott 
Barnett’s diatribes and attacks on Pro Point Loma and our efforts to block his stated desire that permanent 
field lights be installed at PLHS and the stadium used “7/24.” As evidence of this, Barnett demanded the 
Board amend the draft policy to expand the scope of the stadium’s intended users to include any of the 
schools in the Point Loma Cluster (basically all of the elementary and middle schools in the Peninsula 
area).  
  
When questioned by the Board members, Ms. Donovan’s responses were largely incomplete, evasive, 
misleading or simply wrong. Unfortunately, since the public comment segment had concluded, we were 
unable to counter or correct her statements. 
  
In the end, the Board voted 5-0 to adopt the Policy as amended. 
  
Please keep in mind that this does not mean that permanent field lights will be installed at Point 
Loma High School. The new Policy will only have deleterious effects on our community if the lights are 
installed. There are many battles yet to come and we must be prepared to fight them. This will be when the 
School District finally releases the draft Environmental Impact Report on the project. We are told release is 
awaiting input from the Federal Aviation Administration. So please stay in touch and engaged. And please 
continue or increase your generous financial support so that we will be fully prepared when that time comes. 
  
Setting the Record Straight 
  
During his “remarks,” Scott Barnett asserted that Pro Point Loma had raised and spent “hundreds of 
thousands of dollars” on our efforts with no transparency or accountability. That’s a lie and Scott Barnett 
knows it.  
  
To set the record straight, to-date, Pro Point Loma has raised $45,000 from almost 1,000 supporters. Most 
of those funds have been spent on communications and outreach to inform our community of the School 
District’s plans and to prepare to oppose those plans at several levels including political and legal. We have 
a healthy reserve remaining as we continue our fight, but even that won’t be sufficient as we are likely going 
to have to hire experts and attorneys to counter the virtually unlimited amount of taxpayer money the School 
District appears prepared to spend on this ill-conceived undertaking.  
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